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Is it conceivable that the White 
House.. pf|ick!:;,.belieyed that explana- 
tion as he gave it? Sincerity must 
,.be assumed, but it v/oukl really be 
: . ' : WQrci:spme : :If 3 ; .serious ' man believed 
such a fantasy ‘a, s the idea of- an im- 
minypt ’ politicai'' a lenient ; .being 
. aborted by India. 

First, tier# never . has" been any 
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mental ' '.to; the constitutional systern. 
In the end the AmericaV voice will be 
heard dearly only when lie speaks, 

Bh t tfjgp are.. : gr ea t . dangers in Pres- 
Mantig- . one of .them 

that the process ' of decision may be,, 
too .‘closely held/ too personal. A strik- 
ing example or- this danger is afforded 
by President: Nixon’s policy in the 
,Indo-Pakh; tan dispute. 

Mr. Nixon is a committed supporter 
of Pakistan.. The extent of that com- 
mitment, if anyone: doubted it, was 
made clear when in s receiving a new 
f Pakistani Ambassador he publicly wel- 
comed “the ? .efforts of President 
Yabya -l^|an to move to -reduce ten- 
~ slops in the subcontinent That of a 
man whose forces in the last eight 
months cold^>odediy murdered 
thou^nds of innocent civilians and 
forced millions to flee because of 
their race---the most savage pogrom 
thev.worId;has : ':seen. in many years, ,3, 
Among | those who know 6r care 
about the, Indian subepptinent/ Amer/ 
lean ^ poUcy has evoked widespread 
incredulity. That may rest on moral 
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Amerk^dlfibiai. 
wrote! 
not - 


■ case' of {^farmery 
ia;' Pakistan/'yv.hp/.: 
; «gy } that he could/ 


knew that. • But Yahya kept him ; un 
prisoned -and. put him on secret; trial 
- : for his life. . 

gSecort/f, accordipg.to^quajifietl'Amer; " 
ivan • sources, Vaftya in his pHegeci 
concessions had hot gone -near. ■the 
, degree of autonomy for East Pakistan • 
that his own , brutal repression had. 
•made, the inescapable’ price for a,. - 

•'• element. He had talked only of. a kind 
.of .federalism, with; the 'central .£avk- ; : 
eminent keeping thg- main ' powers of 
finance, foreign, /affairs and defense.. 
And what concessions, there were may 
have •been encouraged by, fear of In 
d.iap military action. 

Third, Mr.: NixvnV. 'own l State De- 
partment and other - experts — not $,ur- 
prismgK in the <i Vreur^nce$-^ere 


by pique at its failure. Then, too, there 
was the threat that an Indo-Pakistani 
war might pose -to his boldest diplo- 
matic venture, the trip to Peking. 

What all this shows is the risk of 
over-personalization when a President 
takes to himself too much of, the proc- 
ess of foreign policy-making: The Nix- 
orv Kissinger operation works well in 
important ways, avoiding the deaden- 
ureaucracy of the State Depart- 
ciu. But it is quite wrong' when it 
allows the policy of * great power 
to be so sharply affected jiy persona! 
feeling without the restrict*. cd^ time 
; and reflection that a «y stedi provides. 
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just ;«• 2? < •'f'e 3 let the :**k tan Army 
yorunu- :pre:. « v- m the cast . 
;r4/find, :‘y; : ynd, h;;,L * - the burden, of . 
ten milign ref;;,/ -India,. 
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•which, in- an ajficie then, d -4 Mr. N.-'-on icjiC so inteniper* 
T “1ia said, “It is a «tely.. so'emotitmatiy on the side of 
yn^cans. should .. PakiAiarr when hostilities' began? 
mb so ostentatious- ' The emot ton suggest - that the Pres 
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ly on board; She sinking Pakistani 
ship.” 

The President mustJmve recognized 
that his policy had gone to a self- 
defeating extreme when he sent a 
White House aide out to explain it ail 
to the press! There was a defensive 
tone to what this unidentified mar. 
said. We still thought India was a 
great democracy, he said, and a stanch 
friend. But she had precipitately 
broxen up secret American efforts .to 
bring President Yahya ’to a political 
settlement with the Bengali rebels — 
efforts that had been near success. 


ideni reft himself invblved— and in- 
jured — on a very personal level. It is 
well kn.rwn that Mr. Nixon has long 
liked and respected Yahya Khan. On 
the other hand, he is said to have 
found Mrs. Indira Gandhi cold and 
didactic. In the words of one close 
observer, “This was a matter of per- 
sonal chemistry.” 

Beyond that, the President had in- 
vested his own political capital in the 
effort to heal the Pakistani division. 
However remote in fact, he must have 
thought he had a chance to pull off a 
diplomatic coup and been overcome 


